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Gateway Gas Storage Project
Onshore Environmental Statement: Non Technical Summary

1 Introduction

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been undertaken for the proposed Gateway Gas
Storage Project (GGSP) This process analyses the proposed project in relation to the existing
environmental conditions, using a combination of field surveys, desktop studies and modeling
techniques, to ensure that all potential impacts are identified and appropriately assessed.

It examines in detail the need for the project and its design, construction, operation and
decommissioning. For those impacts that have been assessed as being unacceptable, appropriate
mitigation measures have been identified. An integral part of the EIA process has been an extensive
consultation process undertaken with statutory and non-statutory consultees, interest parties and the
general public.

This Non Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement (ES) documents the results of the EIA
undertaken for the onshore aspects of the proposed GGSP, namely the gas compression station
(GCS) and the onshore sections of the pipelines and power cable. The ES has been produced to
meet the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations, 1999. It will be submitted to Barrow Borough Council as part of the planning
application for the project for consent under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990.

2 The Project

2.1  The Developer

Gateway Storage Company Ltd (Gateway) is the holding entity for the proposed GGSP. The company
was registered in Scotland in 2006.

Stag Energy Development Company Ltd (Stag) provides the Project Management under a Management
Services Agreement with Gateway. Stag is an independent UK based company that specialises in the
development and management of innovative projects in the rapidly evolving gas and electricity sectors.

Stag has a detailed working knowledge of the offshore and onshore energy sectors, its working
environment, regulatory background and associated contracting industry. Stag organisation includes
personnel with UK and international oil industry experience in the exploration and production, and
asset management sectors at both senior management and technical management level. Stag also has
considerable experience in the development of onshore salt cavern gas storage projectsin the UK.

2.2 Project Overview

The proposed Gateway gas storage facility (GGSF) will be located in the eastern Irish Sea, to the
west of Shell Flat, approximately 24 kilometres offshore of the coastline of Fylde, North West
England and south-west of Barrow-in-Furness (Figure 1).

The GGSF will comprise of twenty underground man-made storage caverns, which will be specially
created by a solution mining process (leaching) in the salt strata beneath the Irish Sea. Each cavern will
be completed with a wellhead, and will be connected to a ‘ring main’ by a short pipeline and isolation
valve. Two pipelines and a power cable will connect the offshore ring main to a new GCS, located
onshore at Barrow-in-Furness. A pipeline and metering system will connect the GCS to the
National Grid Gas National Transmission System (NGG NTS) also located in Barrow-in-Furness.

The primary purpose of the GCS is to increase gas pressures on injection into the storage caverns
when cavern pressures are higher than the NTS pipeline pressure, and to increase gas pressures on
withdrawal from storage caverns when the NTS pipeline pressure is greater than the cavern
pressure.

During operation when demand for gas is low, e.g. during the summer months, gas will be taken
from the NTS, compressed at the GCS and injected into the salt caverns for storage offshore.
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